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Board of Zoning Appeals  
 

Public Hearing 
 

Agenda 

 
www.coweta.ga.us 

 
Shannon Zerangue 

County Clerk 
770.254.2601 

 
August 20, 2026 6:00 PM Commission Chambers - 37 Perry 

Street, Newnan 
 

 
Board of Zoning Appeals  
Roll Call/Call to Order 

Approval of Minutes 

1. Request Approval of the Minutes from the Public Hearing held on July 23, 2026 

Petitions 

2. Public Hearing Regarding Petition # VARIANCE 26-21 Filed by Gary Adams Requesting a Distance 
Between Buildings Variance for Property Located at 253 Timber Creek Estates Drive, Sharpsburg - 
District 4 

Additional Business 

Adjournment 

  
As set forth in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992, the Coweta County government does not 
discriminate on the basis of disability, and will assist citizens with special needs given proper notice (48 
hours). For information, please call (770) 254-2608. 
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 Item # 1  

 
Community Development 

  
To: Board of Zoning Appeals  
From: Shannon Zerangue, County Clerk 
Date: August 20, 2026 
RE: Minutes from the Public Hearing Held on July 23, 2026 
 

 
 
Issue: 
Minutes from the Public Hearing Held on July 23, 2026 
 
Discussion: 
The Clerk has prepared the minutes from the Public Hearing held on July 23, 2026. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
N/A 
 
Recommendation: 
Staff recommends that the Board approve the minutes from the Public Hearing held on July 23, 
2026. 
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 Item # 2  

 
Community Development 

  
To: Board of Zoning Appeals  
From: Nicole Blackwell, Zoning Coordinator 
Date: August 20, 2026 
RE: Petition #: VAR 26-21 

Applicant:  Gary Adams 
Property Owners: Elijah Sleigh, Rachel Sleigh 
Location: 253 Timber Creek Estates Drive, Sharpsburg 
Commission District: 4th - Commissioner Reidelbach 
Tax Parcel(s): 132-6088-142 
Property Size: 2.025± acres 
Current Zoning: RC (Rural Conservation) 
Requested Zoning: N/A 
Proposed Use: Seeking approval to build a covered patio 7 feet from edge of existing 
pool  
Public Hearing (Date, Time, Location): August 20, 2026 at 6:00 PM - 37 Perry Street, 
Newnan 

 
 

 
Issue: 
Petition # VAR 26-21 Filed by Gary Adams Requesting a Distance Between Buildings Variance 
(from 10-feet to 3-feet) for Property Located at 253 Timber Creek Estates Drive, Sharpsburg 
 
Discussion: 
Gary Adams has filed a variance application seeking approval to build a covered patio addition 
to the existing home 7 feet from the edge of an existing pool for property located at 253 Timber 
Creek Estates Drive, Sharpsburg (see attached staff report). 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
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N/A 
 
Recommendation: 
Should the Board of Zoning Appeals recommend approval for the request, the Community 
Development Department is submitting the following conditions for consideration: 

1. The covered patio shall be located no closer than seven (7) feet from the pool and 
shall comply with all other applicable setback and development requirements. 

2. Footings must be designed by an engineer to not impose any loads to the pool 
walls. Engineer’s design and approval must be provided for footing inspection. 

3. A septic location evaluation shall be completed to verify that the proposed patio 
will be the proper distance from the septic system. 
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Ben Sewell, Director 
22 East Broad St. 

Newnan, GA 30263 
www.coweta.ga.us 

770-254-2635 
 
 
 
 
To: Coweta County Zoning Board of Appeals 
 
From: Nicole K. Blackwell, Zoning Coordinator 
 
Re: Variance Request 
 Art. 4, Sec. 47 – Distance Between Buildings 
 Applicant:  Gary Adams  
 Location:  253 Timber Creek Estates Drive, Sharpsburg (2.025± acres) 
 Petition # VAR 26-021 
 Tax ID #:  132-6088-142 
 4th Commission District 
 
Date: August 6, 2026 
The subject property, located at 253 Timber Creek Estates Drive within the Timber Creek Estates subdivision 
in Sharpsburg, is approximately 2.025 acres and is zoned RC (Rural Conservation). According to qPublic, the 
property contains a 3,567-square-foot single-family residence constructed in 2012 and an 18-foot by 36-foot 
pool constructed in 2016. 

The applicant proposes to construct a covered patio addition attached to the rear of the principal residence. 
The proposed patio roof will extend 11 feet from the exterior wall and measure 44 feet in length. According 
to the site plan, the patio would be located approximately seven (7) feet from the edge of the existing pool. 
Article 4, Section 47 of the Coweta County Zoning and Development Ordinance requires a minimum 
separation of ten (10) feet between principal and accessory structures, and pools are classified as accessory 
structures under the Ordinance. The applicant is therefore requesting a variance to reduce the required 
separation from ten (10) feet to seven (7) feet, a reduction of three (3) feet. 
 
The applicant states that the covered patio would provide shade from direct sunlight. The applicant further 
states that a shaded area is needed to allow the property owner to use the pool and residence while limiting 
sun exposure due to a family history of skin cancer. 
 
Staff comments regarding this request are as follows: 
 
Public Utilities 
 
Environmental Health: 
No objections to the proposed variance for the distance between covered patio and pool. A septic location 
evaluation should be required, to determine if the proposed patio will be the proper distance from the septic 
system. 

Page 7 of 17



Page 2 of 4 

 

 
Community Development 
 
Building Official: 
Footings must be designed by an engineer to not impose any loads to the pool walls engineers design and 
approval must be provided for footing inspection. 
 
The consideration for a Variance Request must be reviewed through the following seven factors as provided 
under Article 28, Section 284.1 of the Coweta County Zoning and Development Ordinance. 
 

1. Whether the variance will permit a use that is suitable in view of the use and development of adjacent 
and nearby property. 
 
Response:  The subject property and surrounding properties are zoned RC (Rural Conservation) 
district. The proposed structure is residential in nature and consistent with the use and character of 
adjacent and nearby properties. 

 
2. Whether the variance will adversely affect the existing use or usability of adjacent or nearby 

property. 
 

Response:  The variance is internal to the subject property and does not appear to adversely affect 
the use or usability of adjoining parcels. No impacts to neighboring residences are anticipated. 

 
3. Whether or not the special circumstances contribute to the request are peculiar to the particular 

property involved. 
 
Response:  The pool is existing and its location limits the amount of space available to construct a 
covered patio that meets the 10-foot separation requirement. 

 
4. Whether the variance will result in a use, which will or could cause an excessive or burdensome use 

of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities or schools. 
 

Response:  The variance request relates only to the placement of a covered patio addition and will not 
increase the demand on public infrastructure, utilities, or schools. 

 
5. Whether there is existing or changing conditions affecting the use and development of the property, 

which gives supportive grounds for either approval, or disapproval of the variance. 
 
Response:  The existing placement of the residence and pool limits the area available for the proposed 
covered patio.  
 

6. Whether or not the situation for which the request is being made poses an unnecessary hardship for 
the applicant. 
 
Response:  The applicant states that the covered patio would provide a shaded area that would allow 
the property owner to use the residence and pool while limiting exposure to direct sunlight. The Board 
must determine whether this constitutes a hardship. 
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7. Whether or not the request is due to an intentional action of the applicant to violate the 
requirements of this ordinance. 
 
Response:  This request does not result from any intentional action of the applicant to violate the 
requirements of this ordinance. 

 
According to Article 28, Section 284, a variance can only be recommended for approval if the Board of 
Zoning Appeals finds and states the basis for said findings, all of the following exist: 
 

A. Through no action or fault of the property owner or predecessor there are extraordinary and/or 
exceptional circumstances. 
 
Response:  Placement of the existing house and existing pool limits the buildable area for the proposed 
covered patio.  
 

B. The strict application of the requirements of the ordinance would result in practical difficulties to, or 
undue hardship upon the owner of the property. 
 
Response:  Strict application of the Ordinance would require the proposed covered patio to maintain 
a minimum ten (10) foot separation from the existing pool. Compliance would require the applicant 
to reduce or redesign the patio, which may limit the amount of shaded outdoor area provided. The 
applicant states that the shaded area is needed to limit sun exposure due to a family history of skin 
cancer.   
 

C. This request does not substantially impair the intent and purpose of this ordinance. 
 
Response:  The requested variance is being sought due to the restricted buildable area caused by the 
existing home and existing pool.  

 
The Community Development Department submits the following Factors for Consideration in reviewing 
the Variance Request: 
 

1. The pool is existing and its location limits the amount of space available to construct a covered patio 
that meets the 10-foot separation requirement. 

2. The Board should consider if this request is justified by a hardship as the ordinance requires. 
 
Should the Board of Zoning Appeals recommend approval for the request, the Community Development 
Department is submitting the following conditions for consideration: 
 

1. The covered patio shall be located no closer than seven (7) feet from the pool and shall comply with 
all other applicable setback and development requirements. 

2. Footings must be designed by an engineer to not impose any loads to the pool walls. Engineer’s 
design and approval must be provided for footing inspection. 

3. A septic location evaluation shall be completed to verify that the proposed patio will be the proper 
distance from the septic system. 
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The following meetings for this request will be held at 6:00 PM in the Commission Chambers located at 37 
Perry Street, Newnan, GA 30263: 

 Public Hearing with Board of Zoning Appeals – Thursday, August 20, 2026 
 Final Decision with Board of Commissioners – Tuesday, September 22, 2026 

 
The applicant or their designated representative is recommended to attend the Public Hearing. 
 
c:  Gary Adams  
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